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communalism. And so it goes. As the British and other
reactionaries had hoped, communalism needs only to be
well started, and then it thrives of itself.
Communalism has grown to pervade all India of late
years, and there is truth in the charge that individual Hindus,
including those in the Congress, have become more com-
munally minded. This has inflamed the Muslims more than
ever, and has assured them that the Congress is a Hindu
communalist body, parallel to the Muslim League. The
more both groups could be made to believe this, the more
true it has become.
In recent years, Muslim communal intransigeance increas-
ingly became Britain's (verbal) excuse for continuing her
oppression of the country; and Hindus were therefore
encouraged (by propaganda and by the facts of the case) to
believe that 'the Muslims' were sabotaging the Indian
nationalist movement; that it was the Muslims who were to
blame for that movement's failure. The Hindus were
virtually told, by the British and others, that were it not for
the Muslims, they would be a' free nation. This was not a
pretty situation. Muslims, sorely oppressed, were regarding
Hindus as worse oppressors than the British; Hindus, sorely
oppressed, were regarding Muslims as responsible for their
oppression.
Eventually, communalism has vitiated thinking so that
one cannot get away from it even if one tries. Communalism
is bad; but the alternative of non-communalism has vanished.
For example: when a post is vacant, it is impossible to fill it
without appointing to it either a Muslim or a non-Muslim
(in the communalist sense). It has been, in other words,
impossible to make a move without raising a communalist
quarrel. One can, admittedly, distribute appointments
among the communities in nicely apportioned allotments;
but that is merely being communally just, it is not being
uncommunal. And ideas of what constitute communal
'justice' have been raucously discordant.
Hindfts need not be communalist, in order to incite
Muslims to separatist antagonism. Their being anti-